THE WHITE HOUSE 4601

WASHINGTON , (30705

July 31, 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
ADMINISTRATOR, AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR, UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY
CHATRMAN, BOARD FOR INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING

SUBJECT: Establishment of a Psychological Operations
Committee (U)

To implement NSDD 130, a Psychological Operations Committee (POC)
will be created consisting of representatives from Defense, State,
CIA, USIA, and other agencies when required. This Committee will
be chaired by designated representatives of the Assistant to the
President for National Security Affairs. (S)

NSDD 130 stressed the importance of psychological factors in
maintaining the confidence of allied governments and in deterrlng
military action against U.S. national interests. In order to
employ psychological operations (PSYOP) effectively and econom-
ically, the _POC shall establish national PSYOP guidelines, and
define the roles and relationships of the agencies involved in
PSYOP. NSDD 130 further stated that in order to be prepared for
the immediate and effective use of PSYOP in crisis and wartime, it
is vital that the Armed Forces maintain a strong and active
international information capability; therefore, the POC shall
ensure that the Department of Defense gives high priority to the
revitalization and full integration of PSYOP in military opera-
tions and planning, and to promoting a funded PSYOP program. (S)

VR

Crisis and wartime conditions impose special requirements on U.S.
international information activities. The POC shall seek to
ensure that in wartime or during crises (which may be defined as
periods of acute tension involving a threat to the lives of
American citizens or the imminence of war between the U.S. and
other nations), U.S. international information elements are ready
to initiate special procedures to ensure policy consistency,

| timely response and rapid feedback from the intended audience.

The agencies represented on the POC should review and, as neces-
sary, develop procedures for their operations during crises. (S)

’ NSDD 130 also directs the Department of Defense, with appropriate

! interagency cooperation and in accordance with national law and

% policy, to participate in PSYOP programs in peacetime. Department
of Defense participation in other international information
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activities shall continue to be under the SPG which should take
the lead in developing coordinated interagency plans, including
the utilization of DOD capabilities, for such activities in
support of national security objectives. When appropriate and
required, the POC shall work with the SPG in coordinating PSYOP
with other international information activities. (s)

John M. Poindexter

SECRET
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